RELIGION
struggle centering round the idea of the divine mother. In the
early days of the Church there are accounts and rumours of
sects which endeavoured to establish the worship of Mary
alongside that of the Father and the Son, and there is evidence
to show that the notion of the Holy Ghost corresponds in one
of its aspects to that of a female deity who completes the
natural trinity of Father, Mother and Son1. In the Roman
Church Mary, as the mother of Christ, has received a widespread
and often profound (though to some extent of course unofficial)
adoration, being regarded perhaps especially as the helper in
time of trouble, to whom men and women may go for comfort,
protection, guidance or forgiveness in just the same way as
they did to their earthly mother in their childhood: an adoration
which has tended to call forth a feeling of disgust and horror
in the Protestant Church, in which the more primite Christian
tradition of the repression of the mother-regarding feelings has
in this respect been kept alive2.
1	Cp. Frazer. "The Dying God," 5.   Gibbon, " Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire," 1858, Vol. VI. Ch. L, 223. The notion   of the Holy Ghost
as a mother is also  found to occur spontaneously   in  children.    Cp. Sully,
" Studies of Childhood," 132.
2	The repression of the mother-regarding feelings has had its influence
not only on the attitude towards the mother  element   in  religion   and   on
the attitude towards women   in   general,   but   also   on   everything   that   is
(consciously or unconsciously) associated "with women and especially with
the mother. There is one curious instance of this influence which has been
of very considerable importance in the history of philosophy, science and
of man's attitude towards some of the most important problems of life and
mind. There exists a very general association, on the   one   hand   between
the notion of mind, spirit or soul and the idea of the father or of masculinity;
and on the   other  hand   between  the   notion of  the body   or   of   matter
(materia = that which belongs to the mother) and the idea of the mother
or of the feminine principle. The repression   of the emotions and feelings
relating to the mother has, in virtue of this association, produced a tendency
to adopt an attitude of distrust, contempt, disgust or hostility towards  the
human body, the Earth, and the whole  material  Universe,   with  a corre-
sponding tendency to exalt and over-emphasise the spiritual elements, whether
in man or in the general scheme of things. It seems very probable that a
good many of the more pronouncedly idealistic tendencies   in  philosophy
may owe much of their attractiveness in many minds to a sublimation   of
this reaction against   the   mother,   while   the   more  dogmatic   and   narrow
forms of materialism may perhaps in   their turn represent a return of the
repressed feelings originally connected with the mother. (Cp. Von "Winter-
stein, op. cit.}
145

